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What is Science Communication?

Science communication is a broad category, encompassing
science journalism, blogging, social media, videos, art, 
academic publishing, and any other activity that aims to help
people understand anything related to research findings or
the scientific process.



http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2014/09/04/the-importance-
of-science-communication/

http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2014/09/04/the-importance-of-science-communication/


Why should scientists themselves
communicate?





New challenges



• Shift from information to dialogue to participitation

New formats



• Classical:
• Inform about research results
• Presenting scientists and science, hardly any active participation

of scientists
• No feedback loop
• Hardly any participation

• Modern:
• Main goal is to create a dialogue about science
• Interactivity is central to most formats
• Active roles for both scientists and the audience
• Communicating processes and values as well as results

classical vs modern formats



• I am presenting formats – all made for communicating to
the general public

• Your task is to
a) pay attention
b) could this format be used in peer-to-peer

communication? 
c) Discussion after the presentation

Let us play a game!



Information first



Entertainment first



Experience first



Experience first



Scientists in the wild



Debates



Participate in the actual research



Is peer-to-peer communication different?



• Why am I communicating?

• Who am I communicating with?

• What is my aim?

• What is my message?

• What is the right format?

Rules of Communication



• Form a group

• Answer the questions mentioned for your project

Task



Help, I need someone….

www.wissenschaftskommunikation.de
Twitter: @wisskomm_de

http://www.wissenschaftskommunikation.de/


Thanks for the attention!
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